Mr. GORDON WATSON said he had at present under his care at St. Bartholomew's Hospital a case which demonstrated the relationship between pyorrha,a alveolaris and consecutive arthritis. A great deal had been written about these cases o'f arthritis secondary to such conditions as pyorrhcea, but bacteriological proof was seldom obtained. The patient in question was suffering from chronic synovitis of the left knee; he also had pyorrhcea. The joint was aspirated under strict aseptic precautions, and some turbid synovial fluid withdrawn. From this fluid a pure culture of Streptococcus salivarius was obtained by Dr. B. Klein. Subsequently cultures were taken from the gums, and from the root of a stump, and from these Streptococcus salivarius was also cultivated. Vaccines were prepared, and successfully employed in the cure of the synovitis and pyorrhoea.
Mr. GORDON WATSON said he had at present under his care at St. Bartholomew's Hospital a case which demonstrated the relationship between pyorrha,a alveolaris and consecutive arthritis. A great deal had been written about these cases o'f arthritis secondary to such conditions as pyorrhcea, but bacteriological proof was seldom obtained. The patient in question was suffering from chronic synovitis of the left knee; he also had pyorrhcea. The joint was aspirated under strict aseptic precautions, and some turbid synovial fluid withdrawn. From this fluid a pure culture of Streptococcus salivarius was obtained by Dr. B. Klein. Subsequently cultures were taken from the gums, and from the root of a stump, and from these Streptococcus salivarius was also cultivated. Vaccines were prepared, and successfully employed in the cure of the synovitis and pyorrhoea.
Dr. HERRINGHAM replied that it was not strictly correct to say that it was only the active stomach secretion which was bactericidal. He asked the bacteriologists whether the starving gastric secretion was capable of allowing the organisms to grow, and they experimented with the fluid, which was diluted with water. It was divided into two parts. The first part (a) was found to contain 10,000 living streptococci per cubic centimetre; it was incubated at 370 C. for eighteen hours, and at the end of that time the streptococci only numbered 100 per cubic centimetre. The second part of the fluid (b) was heated to 600 C. for half an hour, to sterilize its bacterial content;
it was then inoculated with one drop of the original solution containing 10,000 living streptococci per cubic centimetre; after incubation for eighteen hours it was sterile. But as so many streptococci were being poured into the stomach it was not strong enough to destroy all the micro-organisms which came into it. The work was not yet finished. March, 1911: Now reports himself as " quite cured." Stomach contents not again investigated.
Comments. -Achylia, well known in association with pernicious anaemia. These cases suggest that any severe anaemia of long duration may also be associated with it. Note the persistence of the achylia in the first case after the disappearance of the ancemia. Simulation September 19, 1909 , and had such extensive malignant disease of the larynx and pharynx that its complete removal was considered practically impossible; this was explained to the friends and it was suggested that she should be allowed to remain unoperated upon, and that when the disease had so far advanced that any trouble was experienced in swallowing liquids gastrostomy should be performed. The risks of an attempt at extirpation were pointed out, and the unenviable condition of the patient, after even a su'ccessful operation, was described.
